(Approved HCP press release – 15th July 2009)

GET TO THE BOTTOM OF THREADWORMS!

Threadworms affect around 50 per cent of children [1] and there is a 75% likelihood of other family members then becoming infected [2]. Infestation with threadworms is probably as common in children as head lice, yet most parents admit they wouldn’t know how to recognise threadworms. It’s hardly surprising as many children with threadworm do not show the tell-tale signs of intense peri-anal itching, threadworms are not easy to spot in the stools and the eggs are microscopically tiny.

This year’s Threadworm Action Week begins on 9th November and the theme is “Threadworm – let’s get to the bottom of it”. The aim is to tackle the problem of threadworm diagnosis head-on and there will a new range of resources for healthcare professionals to use when discussing threadworm. A Threadworm Action Line is available for healthcare professionals on 02082424043, where free resources can be ordered.

Threadworm Action Week is supported by Thornton & Ross, licence holders for Pripsen - the only double dose threadworm treatment.
The unique double dose format of Pripsen ensures elimination of those worms which were unhatched at the first treatment – essential to help prevent reinfection occurring. Pipsen chewable tablets contain mebendazole and Pripsen sachets contain piperazine and senna – both piperazine and mebendazole have efficacy rates of 90% against threadworm [3]. Pripsen sachets can be mixed with water or milk and are suitable for children from three months. The orange flavoured chewable tablets are recommended for children over two years.

Pripsen is available from the pharmacy and costs from £2-19 for a double-dose treatment.

Thornton & Ross, Linthwaite, Huddersfield HD7 5QH

Telephone: 01484 842217

www.fredworm.co.uk
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